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LETTER FROM THE CEO + BOARD CHAIR

ABOUT RURAL ACTION
Nestled in the foothills of Appalachian Ohio, Rural Action
was founded in 1991 on the principle that locally-based,
sustainable, and inclusive development is the main strategy
for building resilient rural Appalachian communities.
Rural Action’s mission is to build a more just economy by
developing the region’s assets in environmentally, socially,
and economically sustainable ways. Together, we envision a
region with clean streams and healthy forests; a place where
thriving family farms, meaningful livelihoods and vibrant
communities exist for everyone; with people engaged as
good stewards of the world they live in and working together
to make this vision a reality.
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Development

As a membership-based organization, we believe the
best development is done with participation from diverse
groups who have a stake in the outcome. Our role is to
empower communities to value and take ownership of our
environment, economy, and community, so we can meet the
needs of the current generation while also building a just and
sustainable future.
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Dear friends,
We hope you enjoy this report on Rural Action’s work in 2019. It was a year of growth and new
possibilities, and we are excited to share some of our accomplishments with you. This work is only
possible due to the passion and hard work of lots of people—our members, our partners, and the
communities we work with. That’s not just a polite nod to the concept of partnership—we mean it
with all our hearts.
The projects you’ll read about in this annual report absolutely rely on real collaboration. We are so
grateful to be able to work in a region that gets that—a region where people care more about solving
problems than about who gets credit for it. Thank you for making all of this possible.
If you want a quick glance at some statistics, you will find that. And if you want to read real stories
about people making a difference, grab a cup of tea and settle in for some inspiration.
Our True Pigments team, building on a partnership with Ohio University and the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources that spans more than a decade, was awarded the JM Kaplan Innovation Prize and
made great strides toward fixing the worst acid mine drainage seep in the State of Ohio.
The huge community effort to develop the Bailey’s Mountain Bike Trail system got a big boost by
receiving support from the Appalachian Regional Commission to promote entrepreneurship and
economic development in the trail towns surrounding the project.
We also experienced some losses this year. In particular, we want to honor the memory of one of our
founders, Mary Anne Flournoy. Mary Anne was a friend and mentor to many of us, and she is dearly
missed.
In a time of great uncertainty, and in the face of complex challenges on a global scale, we continue
to find hope and inspiration in the people of the region. We’re grateful for a strong team of capable
leaders, a board with vision, and members who believe in the possibility of a vibrant, resilient
community rooted in the place we call home.
Thank you for taking the time to learn more about what we’ve accomplished together as Rural Action.
Thank you for caring enough to be involved in creating solutions. We’re grateful.
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HOW WE WORK

WHERE WE WORK

OUR MISSION

OTTAWA

Our mission is to build a more just economy by developing the region’s assets in
environmentally, socially, and economically sustainable ways.

• Restoring our environment
• Cultivating the next generation of leaders
Our decades of experience working in Appalachian
Ohio have taught us some critical lessons which
have shaped our approach to participatory
development. Our approach is rooted in the
work of many partners across Centra Appalachia
and rural America who believe we have
the power to write our preferred future.

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

SANDUSKY

Connect to
Markets

Build
Infrastructure

ERIE

PUTNAM

Learn
Together

If you look at the evolution of Rural Action’s work, you can see how this theory applies in the real
world. Let’s use our watershed work as an example. Rural Action has worked with local citizens
in several watersheds to engage around the problems left behind by the pre-regulatory mining
practices of the past—acid mine drainage and impaired streams. This is interesting because, if
you’re not careful at the beginning of a conversation with people, they might see a conflict, in the
classic jobs vs. the environment mentality. But if you spend some time, listen and show respect,
people will start to open up, and share that they are really sad that they can’t fish in the streams
anymore. It’s heartbreaking, because the quality of life and the beauty here in rural Appalachian
Ohio is something people love deeply.
Rural Action staff and VISTAs spent time working in local communities studying the problems
and figuring out what needed to change—learning together. Over the years, we have helped
to articulate the value of clean water as a natural asset. We have worked with partners to build
infrastructure such as dosers and new stream channels in some places to remediate the impacted
waterways. By learning together, caring about our environment, and using the lens of creating
long-term local solutions, several years ago we began working with Dr.Guy Riefler, an engineer and
professor, at Ohio University on a permanent way to remove iron oxide from the stream, creating
a valuable product (iron oxide pigment) that could be sold while paying for the restoration of the
impacted stream (see page 20-21 to read more). John Sabraw, an artist at Ohio University, helped
us refine the product and connect to markets. This partnership has led to the creation of a business
called True Pigments, LLC., bringing the vision of many to reality.
It would be possible to clean up those streams by another approach. Some big outside group
could come in and spend money to install limestone dosers. But the legacy would be another act
of disempowerment. People in the community would have no ownership, and might in fact resent
the work. The WAY Rural Action works is as important as the programmatic goal. The programmatic
goal and the measurable results are important, but the lasting change will come when people feel
empowered and connected and when they feel ownership of the results.
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• Growing local businesses and jobs
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OUR CORE WORK CENTERS ON:
• Helping small communities do big things
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Appalachian counties served directly through Rural Action
Additional counties reached through Ohio Stream Restore Corps partners
Additional Ohio counties served through Rural Action social enterprises

Rural Action has 5 offices located on the ground in communities where we work. In 2019, Rural Action
reached 34 Ohio counties, 27 directly through Rural Action programs. Additionally, 7 counties were served
through our Appalachian Ohio Restore Corps partners and Zero Waste Event Productions, LLC. In 2019,
Rural Action also worked and collaborated in 10 states beyond Ohio including West Virginia, Kentucky,
Pennsylvania, South Carolina, North Carolina, Virginia, Tennessee, Minnesota, and Illinois through Zero
Waste Event Productions, LLC., and regional partnerships.
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WHAT WE’VE GOTTEN

DONE TOGETHER
OVER A DECADE WITH OUR MEMBERS + PARTNERS…

2.05

MILLION

DOLLARS

& ADULTS

have been engaged in
local environmental issues,
biodiversity, and environmental
stewardship opportunities.

have been paid directly to local farmers through
the Chesterhill Produce Auction. During this period,
over 3 million dollars have been added to the local
economy and more fresh local produce has been
consumed in rural communities, schools, and food
banks across a 20-county area.

have been serviced across six states,
by Zero Waste Event Productions, a
Rural Action social enterprise.
Our work has diverted more than
200,000 lbs from the landfill and
brought awareness on the impact of
waste to 475,000 event attendees.

25 JOBS

have been created or retained
through our Resilient Communities
Program since it began in 2017.

31 SPECIES

12,100

101 Festivals

6

107,400 YOUTH

of native fish have returned to
streams once considered dead,
thanks to restoration efforts across
four watersheds seriously affected
by acid mine drainage (AMD).

VOLUNTEERS
have been recruited, serving more
than 58,100 hours supporting
organizations and programs in
communities of need.

INCREASED
RECYCLING
TO

36.8%

with the help of partners and engaged
citizens, the recycling rate has more than
tripled in Athens and Hocking Counties,
the primary focus area of Rural Action’s
Zero Waste program.

800
LBS

of ginseng seed and ramp bulbs have been
distributed, adding nearly $1 million in
potential value to woodland growers while
helping to save at-risk indigenous plants.
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SUSTAINABLE AGRICULTURE
When a group of producers and food entrepreneurs in Appalachian Ohio saw evidence of an unmet
demand for specialty dairy products, they set to work creating resources that give small, local
producers the tools they need to build profitable businesses around it.
The team, which included Rural Action staff, Becky Rondy of Green Edge Organic Gardens, Leslie
Schaller of the Appalachian Center for Economic Networks (ACEnet), and four area dairy producers,
applied for and received a $165,000 grant from North Central Region-Sustainable Agriculture Research
& Education (NCR-SARE) to research and do outreach around specialty dairy products.
The project created a training program taught by four women dairy producers — Krista Duval of
Creekside Farms, Michelle Gorman of Integration Acres, Abbe Turner of Lucky Penny Farms, and
Annie Warmke of Blue Rock Station. These women shared their experiences and wisdom with 220
producers, specifically targeting women and producers with limited resources. The peer-to-peer
workshops focused on specialty dairy operating models, regulatory compliance, and improving
profitability.
Turner, who operates Lucky Penny Creamery in Kent, Ohio, makes artisan cheeses and award-winning
candies with goat’s milk. In addition to the nuts and bolts of running a specialty dairy business, Turner
says one of the messages she tried to share was how to identify community resources and access
them.
“Even after the 14th draft, there was no one who would take my business plan seriously,” said Turner.
“ACEnet and Rural Action provided that necessary support. These organizations connect deeply to the
local consumer and are critical to building infrastructure in our communities.”
Inspired by a cadre of women-led dairies in Ohio, Turner and her daughter, Madeline, worked together
on a book in conjunction with the grant project. “The Land of Milk and Money” shares the stories of 17
successful women dairy producers.
“I wasted way too much time and money when I got started,” said Turner. “Sometimes I feel like being
an entrepreneur is a lonely thing; the reality is that most of these struggles are just business. The book
is a compilation of stories about learning and earning your stripes, and falling and getting back up.”

“Even after the 14th draft, there was no one who
would take my business plan seriously. ACEnet
and Rural Action provided that necessary support.
These organizations connect deeply to the local
consumer and are critical to building infrastructure
in our communities.”
~ Abbe Turner, Lucky Penny Farm

BY THE NUMBERS

6,100 LBS

of locally grown produce was processed
and delivered to 7,596 students at 18
schools across six southeast Ohio
districts. This was only possible with the
help of volunteers who spent 750 hours
washing and preparing the produce
through our Farm to School project.
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705 ACRES
were under production to grow the
305,000 lbs of fresh produce sold
through the Chesterhill Produce
Auction to 1,213 buyers and
76 businesses and organizations.

200

21,044

from 15 Ohio and 6 West Virginia counties
generated income through the Chesterhill
Produce Auction in 2019. Gross sales were
$374,062, a 22% increase from 2018.

in food desert communities through Country Fresh
Stops, a pop-up retail project of Rural Action.

GROWERS

LBS

of locally grown produce was sold at

10 SITES
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ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION
“I actually applied the things I learned in the classroom,” said Karley Carpenter, a participant in Rural
Action’s first summer internship program, as she presented to a room of adults working to increase
economic development in local communities. Karley discussed her internship with Rural Action’s
watershed restoration program and how she used her classroom chemistry training to monitor
stream health and combat acidic outflow from abandoned coal mines.
Karley spent 80 hours with Rural Action’s watershed team over the summer, gaining a wealth of
hands-on resume-building experience. “I knew the creeks were orange but I didn’t know why,” said
Karley, originally from Crooksville. After a few hours in the field with Rural Action’s Nate Schlater and
Tim Ferrell, however, she knew exactly why. Karley also helped with Monday Creek’s summer day
camps for children, which she feels is critical because “currently kids are growing up with their faces
in iPads.”
Karley is one of 26 high school students who participated in Rural Action’s internship program in
2019 (its first year). The program was coordinated by Athens High School teacher Allison Ricket and
funded by Martha Holden Jennings Foundation and Rural Action’s Resilient Communities Program (via
the Appalachian Regional Commission). The internships fill a key void that we hope will keep more
students in the region after graduation; students get introduced to businesses and organizations they
did not previously know about. Erica Frost, a summer intern with Passionworks, said she “learned
you can recycle anything” from supervisor Stephanie Robinson.

“I actually applied the things I learned in
the classroom,”
~ Karley Carpenter, Student

KIDS
68

+ADULTS
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were introduced to environmental education through
a new Outdoor Behavioral Health program, in partnership
with the Athens 317 Board, Integrated Services, Hopewell
Health, and Athens County Children’s Services.

26
STUDENTS

completed internships with local businesses and
organizations involved in sustainability thanks
to funding from the Martha Holden Jennings
Foundation and Appalachian Regional Commission.

In addition to hands-on experience, students get to test the waters of a particular career path.
Perhaps most importantly, they find a sense of belonging and purpose. During her internship at
Athens Community Center, Abby Webb discovered that working with preschool students “makes me
feel needed in the world.”
Rural Action is seeking funds to expand this internship program in 2020 and beyond with the
leadership of Allison Ricket and partnership from Project RISE at the Athens-Meigs Educational
Service Center and Washington County’s Building Bridges to Careers. So many organizations care
about the future of children in this region and are eager to give them reasons to stick around after
graduation, which should give us all hope for the future.

BY THE NUMBERS

1,102

HOURS

were spent with kids through 388 environmental
education programs. This translates to spending an
average of 3 hours per calendar day with students.

226

TEACHERS

integrated environmental education into their
classes with help from Rural Action, leading to more
kids participating in hands-on experiential learning.
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SERVICE AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT
Rural Action’s AmeriCorps programming is often described as “how we get the work done” in our
communities. Tom Johnson, Rural Action Partner and Mayor of Somerset, Ohio, once described our
AmeriCorps members as the “wind in the sails” of the work that we do collectively - a fresh, energetic
infusion into each year of Rural Action’s growth.
It’s true, our service members do a lot of heavy lifting and bring incredible energy to projects in the
communities they work in. In turn, we help grow our members through professional and personal
development. Part of Rural Action’s core work is cultivating the next generation of leaders.
AmeriCorps members who graduate from a term of National Service through one of our programs
move on to a diverse array of opportunities, including furthering their education or into employment
with organizations like the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Audubon Society, Stuart’s Opera
House, Tennessee Dept. of Environment and Conservation, StewMac and FEMA--it’s an impressive list!
We are particularly proud when our alums find local opportunities and can keep contributing
to communities they care about while building a life in Appalachia. Recently, Hocking College in
Nelsonville, Ohio added 3 Ohio Stream Restore Corps AmeriCorps Alums to their Natural Resources
faculty team: Jen Johnson (Capacity Builder, 2014-16), Homer Elliott (OSRC Sunday Creek, 2014-16),
and Meghan Ellis (Dairy Barn Ora Anderson Trail, 2017-19; Capacity Builder, 2019-20).
Lynn Holtzman, Hocking College Wildlife Management Program Manager, and Dave Swanson, Wildlife
and Resources Management Instructor, selected these OSRC alums for their first staff positions at
Hocking. “There are many advantages to hiring someone with AmeriCorps experience,” Lynn said.
“One is the maturity. They have worked in an organization or they’re involved in higher education.
Those combinations are helpful for the work we do here teaching. And a lot of their experience is
public presentations and teaching. It’s much easier to hire somebody that has that kind of background.”
Because of creative faculty like Lynn, Dave, Jen, Homer, and Meghan, Hocking College students in
Natural Resources meet Rural Action AmeriCorps members throughout the year. OSRC members
visit classes, lead field trips, and coordinate volunteer activities. And, having AmeriCorps Alums
running their classrooms means that the ethics of grassroots, sustainable, asset-based community
development are being spread further into the professional world with each student cohort.

“ I am a much more well-rounded person after having served
through AmeriCorps, I am able to put myself into tasks that I
wouldn’t necessarily have been comfortable with before. I was
really ingrained in every program, and now I am much more
well-versed and can talk to students about their interests and
goals. I wouldn’t be able to do this job now if I hadn’t had that
experience.”
~ Jen Johnson, Instructor, Hocking College

BY THE NUMBERS

900

225

were recruited by OSRC members in
2019. These volunteers contributed
over 5,100 hours of their time to
improving their community.

of stream were improved through the efforts of
OSRC members and community volunteers in 2019.

VOLUNTEERS
12

MILES

7,566
HOURS

were spent on professional development by OSRC
members, growing their skills and knowledge,
readying them for life after their AmeriCorps term.

60,000

SERVICE HOURS

were spent on the ground in communities
of need by 31 OSRC members during 2019.
Members participate in an array of community
development and environmental restoration
projects led by the communities they serve.
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SUSTAINABLE FORESTRY
The Yew Mountain Center in West Virginia lies outside Rural Action’s normal focus area of Appalachian
Ohio, but it’s right inside our sweet spot for Sustainable Forestry.
The Yew is on a 500-acre nature preserve nestled among the forests and farms of Hillsboro,
West Virginia. It is a place-based organization run by members of the local community, providing
experiential education and research opportunities for students of all ages. The idea for an educational
center was born from the community’s desire to attract smart, skilled, and creative people to the area
while fostering a sustainable local economy.
In 2016, the land where the Yew now sits was slated to be sold. Local residents rallied to find a
partner to purchase the property. Today, the Yew Mountain Center offers family-friendly retreats and
workshops that explore the multi-faceted aspects of Appalachian ecology, culture, and the arts.

“ Rural Action has been a tremendous
asset to our young organization. With
their help, we have more than tripled
the size of our forest farm and are
better able to serve beginning forest
farmers in our area.”
~ Erica Marks, Director
The Yew Mountain Center

23,000 LBS
1614

of black walnuts were aggregated
and hulled at the Chesterhill Produce
Auction in 2019. In total, more than
52,500 lbs. of locally collected
walnuts have been processed at the
CPA since 2017, providing more than
$7,800 in income for local collectors.

15.5
Miles

of the proposed Baileys Trail System on The Wayne National
Forest were surveyed for populations of ginseng, goldenseal,
black cohosh, ramps, and other sensitive plant communities,
helping to mark and protect more than 60 populations ahead
of trail development.

Rural Action and the Yew were introduced in 2018 at a meeting of regional forest farming
stakeholders interested in developing an educational and technical assistance hub in West Virginia
that would serve as a primary point of contact for landowners.
Recognizing the potential for the Yew to fill this role, Rural Action offered to conduct a site visit and
develop a forest farming management plan for the property in 2019. Our partnership has continued
to grow, with Rural Action Sustainable Forestry Program staff members serving as speakers at Yew
events as well as becoming founding partners of the West Virginia Forest Farming Initiative. Other
founding partners include Appalachian Sustainable Development, the Natural Capital Investment
Fund/West Virginia Value Chain Cluster Initiative, Sprouting Farms, and United Plant Savers.
The Yew has come a long way in a short time and is poised to become a leader in the quest to support
forest farming opportunities in West Virginia and the broader Appalachian region. Rural Action is
excited to have the Yew as a new regional partner and member of the forest farming community, and
we look forward to all of the great things we will achieve together in the future.

BY THE NUMBERS

343

LANDOWNERS

and forest products entrepreneurs were
trained through workshops, field-days,
and other educational events in 2019.

53,000

RAMP SEEDS

were collected and planted
on the Wayne National
Forest, helping to create new
populations and restore species
in 4 districts across our region.

1517

RESILIENT COMMUNITIES
In 2019, the Wayne National Forest began construction on the Baileys Trail, a project that aspires to
become the longest continuous built mountain biking and hiking trail in the eastern United States.
Like other rural places that have invested in trail systems, communities around the Baileys Trail
are anticipating economic opportunities from increased tourism and business investment as the
popularity of the trail grows.
Nelsonville is the largest community near the trail and already has seen more mountain bike
visitors who are riding at Lake Hope and Strouds Run state parks. As one way to help Nelsonville
benefit from the influx of visitors seeking outdoor recreation, Rural Action organized a group of
Nelsonville’s leaders, artists, and public servants to attend the Appalachian Gateway Community
Initiative. This workshop allows communities with access to public land to share tips for fostering
economic growth while protecting the land and its ecosystems.
“Nelsonville has been bypassed and the community wants to invite visitors to all that Nelsonville
has to offer, such as our artisan shops, local eateries, and the entranceway to the Hockhocking bike
path,” says Ann Judy, a founding member of the Gateway Nelsonville team. “In order to enhance our
town as a destination, we need to guide visitors from the highway and beyond into our community.”
At the workshop, the Nelsonville team developed a project to create a wayfinding system that will
connect the city to existing and forthcoming trails. A wayfinding system will ensure there is clear
signage helping visitors find the various amenities in and around Nelsonville. Since the initial
workshop, the group dedicated to this project has doubled in membership and secured $5,000
from the Gateway Community Seed grant.
The energy around the Gateway project continues to grow, and as the Baileys Trail system moves
closer to Nelsonville, the community will be ready to share their assets and amenities with visitors
near and far.

BY THE NUMBERS
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127

were assisted by our Resilient Communities team either
in their start-up phase or in their transition to new
ownership in rural communities.

participated in community meetings led by Rural
Action, to facilitate co-learning and new ideas to
support new or existing businesses in six communities.

BUSINESSES
16

LOCAL LEADERS

“Nelsonville has been bypassed [with
a new highway] and the community
wants to invite visitors to all that
Nelsonville has to offer, such as our
artisan shops, local eateries, and the
entranceway to the Hockhocking
bike path.”
~ Ann Judy, Gateway Nelsonville

50

REFERRALS

were made to assist businesses in regards to marketing,
business planning, and additional technical support.

15

JOBS CREATED

through new business or expansion of business activity as
a result of direct business outreach by the Entrepreneurial
Community Program.
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WATERSHEDS

Appalachian Ohio has some of the most important “hotspots” for biological diversity in our state
and our region. In 2019, our Watershed Program grew in exciting ways to help identify, restore, and
protect our region’s water.
Some surprising things are hiding in plain sight on the bottom of streams and rivers. During the
summer of 2019, Rural Action led a research project to sample and identify mussel populations in the
Walhonding River. Freshwater mussels are surprisingly complex animals with a fascinating life cycle
and are good indicators of water quality. Working with Environmental Solutions & Innovations (ESI),
and with funding from the Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District, we sampled throughout the
mainstem of the Walhonding River in Coshocton County.
The Walhonding is fed by tributaries including Killbuck Creek, Kokosing River, and Mohican River. All of
these streams are noted for housing excellent populations of mussels. One of the rarest animals, the
Purple Catspaw Pearlymussel, has a confirmed breeding population identified in Killbuck Creek, but
nowhere else in the world. This federally endangered animal is actively being bred in captivity, so that
placement of juvenile mussels can occur in the future in more streams.

“Rural Action was instrumental in securing the
grant funding for the project as well as aiding
in the survey efforts, and furthering community
outreach...The data collected during the survey
efforts will aid state and federal agencies in
their decision making processes for species we
encountered.”
~ David Foltz, Aquatic Scientist, ESI

74 MILES

STREAM

18

have been improved through Rural
Action’s efforts in the Sunday Creek,
Monday Creek, and Tuscarawas River
Watersheds. Now, with a pH of at least
6.5, we are seeing aquatic life return
to these once impaired streams.

77

FISHING

POLES

were distributed to kids across Appalachian Ohio
during our annual “Passport to Fishing” events. The
poles are made available through a grant from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources and encourage kids to
develop an appreciation for outdoor recreation.

While we didn’t locate any Purple Catspaw Pearlymussels, our work did document 3 species of
federally threatened or endangered animals, along with 10 species of state-listed threatened or
endangered animals. We found 3,188 individual mussels, representing 24 species. David Foltz, an
aquatic scientist with ESI, helped lead the survey. “Rural Action was instrumental in securing the grant
funding for the project as well as aiding in the survey efforts, and furthering community outreach. I
speak for ESI when I say I could not be happier with the way everything turned out. The data collected
during the survey efforts will aid state and federal agencies in their decision making processes for
species we encountered.”
The Walhonding River work is moving forward. We are continuing to meet with partners and
landowners to identify land-based practices that will help protect and conserve the healthy
streambed habitat mussels need to thrive. And, our watershed program is continuing to adapt to
the ever-changing direction of watershed management - we are adding projects focused on nutrient
management through home sewer treatment systems, agricultural best management practices, and
innovative reuses for previously mined lands. Enjoy the cleaner water that is flowing in our region, and
flip a few rocks next time you are near a stream - you never know what surprises you’ll find!

BY THE NUMBERS

273 SAMPLES

5,339 LBS

OF ACID

and 550 lbs of metals per day were
removed from the streams where
Rural Action has active restoration
projects across four watersheds.

were collected at 95 sites in 2019. These samples
help us better understand water quality and types of pollution
that are present in the water. In turn, the data we collect
enables us to pursue projects that will have the greatest impact
on preserving or enhancing our water resources.
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ZERO WASTE
About 66 businesses, schools, and organizations have taken the Zero Waste Pledge since 2013,
promising to reduce the amount of waste they send to landfills. The Eclipse Company Store in
The Plains was among them. But in 2019, they decided they could do even more.
Eclipse doubled down on its original Zero Waste Pledge, citing five goals for the year – two more
than the Pledge requires. Customers might have noticed the disappearance of plastic cups that were
used for samples. Now samples are served in small glasses, which creates much less waste.
In addition, the staff works behind the scenes to ensure that leftovers, kitchen food scraps, bottles,
cans, napkins, deli wrap paper, and certain single-use plastics all get diverted correctly into their
compost and recycling collections.

“Rural Action has been instrumental in
helping the Eclipse take the Zero Waste
Pledge. It’s very important for me and our
owner, Jon Sowash, to take the correct
steps to make sure we’re doing our part
as business owners and managers to be
responsible with our waste.”
~ Tristen Phipps, General Manager,
Eclipse Company Store

That sounds like a lot. But there’s more. Eclipse also makes sure messy plastics are wiped out or
rinsed so they remain recyclable rather than becoming contaminants. They also switched to bulk
condiments, replacing plastic single-use containers.
Eclipse Company Store realized education is a key component to being Zero Waste, so they created
training to help staff learn proper techniques for recycling and composting. They also added signage
near waste bins to give guidance one what should go where.
Rural Action works in partnership with organizations like the Eclipse that take the Zero Waste
Pledge, helping them identify waste that is being produced and strategies to reduce it. The Zero
Waste Pledge shows the business is committed to using natural resources wisely, increasing its
environmental consciousness, and supporting the local economy through waste reduction, recycling,
composting, and reuse.

BY THE NUMBERS

160

36.8%

were served by a curbside compost program
in the City of Athens after a successful pilot in 2018. In
2020, the City will consider an expansion of the program
and Rural Action will continue helping the City learn
about other progressive waste management strategies.

has been achieved for the Athens-Hocking solid
waste district over a 10-year period. This work has
been the result of a committed group of partners
in Athens and Hocking Counties. In comparison,
the rate was only 11.8% a decade ago.

HOUSEHOLDS
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RECYCLING RATE

14 PLEDGES
ZERO WASTE

were made this year. Since 2013,
80 businesses, nonprofits, schools, and
government offices have participated. We
applaud the commitment that these entities
have made, taking a long-term approach to
waste reduction as part of their business model.

26%

REDUCTION IN
WATER USAGE

by OhioHealth O’Bleness Hospital in 2019
after working with Rural Action to implement
a Sustainability Plan and purchasing more
efficient equipment. The hospital also
reduced waste to landfill by 5%!
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SUSTAINABLE ENERGY SOLUTIONS
Clean Energy is not only good for the planet, it’s good for business. That’s why Rural Action launched
its Clean Energy Pledge Program in 2019, with Snowville Creamery being the first local business to take
the pledge.

“Snowville Creamery decided
to take the Clean Energy
Pledge with Rural Action
because it is important for
us to be good stewards of
the land and members of
the community. Snowville
strives to do every aspect
of business as sustainably
and with as little negative
environmental impact as
possible.”
~ Victoria Taylor
Owner, Snowville Creamery

$60,699

was received by two agricultural businesses through the USDA
Rural Energy for America (REAP) grant to install solar panels
at their facilities. Rural Action provided grantwriting and
technical assistance to both of these businesses.
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75

PEOPLE

EDUCATED
about clean energy products and technologies at
three clean energy expos in Southeast Ohio.

The program’s goal is to support nonprofits and small businesses with the technical and financial
resources for energy conservation, renewable energy, and clean transportation. Rural Action works
with businesses that take the pledge to help set goals, track energy usage, and find effective ways to
save energy and incorporate renewable energy technologies such as solar and EV charging stations.
Pledge participants also receive access to webinars by Energility, an energy management firm.
During initial assessments, it was clear Snowville already was attuned to energy conservation, using
LED lighting and EnergyStar appliances. New goals include using smart thermostats and upgraded
windows. There also will be an industrial energy audit to determine the effectiveness of a more
efficient HVAC system, cooling tower and additional insulation. Furthermore, Energy Stewards
dashboard tracking is creating graphs of utility bills, making it easy to see how efficiency improvements
affect costs and consumption over time.
Businesses that take the pledge receive multiple benefits, including media promotion, support from
Rural Action staff, potential energy cost savings, and a one-year Rural Action business membership.
After Snowville Creamery took the pledge, Rural Action also worked with them to help set up a KIVA
loan that was successfully funded and is helping with the purchase of a key piece of equipment.

BY THE NUMBERS

225
HOMES

received items to help families weatherize their homes.
Products given out included LED bulbs, power strips,
rubberized foam, and solar lanterns.

6
EV
STATIONS

were installed in rural communities with support from
Rural Action’s Sustainable Energy Program. Increasing
access to fast Electric Vehicle (EV) charging stations will
encourage more residents to buy clean energy vehicles as
well as increase tourism from current EV owners.
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SOCIAL ENTERPRISE
Rural Action focuses on asset-based solutions to local problems. Sometimes, you have to get
creative to identify assets--in this case, pollution.
“None of us started out trying to make paint,” says Michelle Shively, Director of Project
Development for True Pigments, LLC, a social enterprise of Rural Action. “That just emerged as
a means to accomplishing our goal of bringing streams back to life. However, we’ve managed to
change the problem of AMD (acid mine drainage) into a solution that moves us towards a cleaner,
more sustainable environment.”
Approximately 6,650 stream miles in the Central Appalachian states of Ohio, Pennsylvania, and
West Virginia are tainted by AMD. The Truetown Discharge, located in the Sunday Creek Watershed
in Athens County, is the single largest AMD discharge in Ohio with a flow rate of 988 gallons per
minute, dumping more than 2 million pounds of iron oxide into Sunday Creek each year.
Thanks to a collaboration with two Ohio University professors — Dr. Guy Riefler with the Russ
College of Engineering and Technology and John Sabraw with the College of Fine Arts — True
Pigments is licensing a process that will extract iron oxide from AMD for use as pigment in paint
and other products. In 2019, Rural Action purchased 33 acres of land adjacent to the Truetown
Discharge, where it will build its first large-scale AMD water treatment facility of its kind.
When operational, the amount of iron oxide collected at the Turetown facility will equal 2% of
the current U.S. rate of domestic production annually. In 2019, over 2,000 lbs of iron oxide was
collected from AMD discharges in Sunday Creek, some of which is being used by Gamblin Artists
Paints for a limited-edition run of paints called “Reclaimed Colors.” This box set features three
colors: Brown Ochre, Rust Red, and Iron Violet.
“We’ve been able to build a project that sits squarely at the confluence of engineering, art, social
enterprise, and watershed restoration,” Shively says. The result: What was once pollution is now
being turned into a marketable product that will help fund further stream restorations.

“None of us started out trying to make
paint...That just emerged as a means to
accomplishing our goal of bringing
streams back to life. However, we’ve
managed to change the problem of AMD
(acid mine drainage) into a solution
that moves us towards a cleaner, more
sustainable environment.”
~ Michelle Shively
Director of Project Development, True Pigments

BY THE NUMBERS
52,975 lbs
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of locally grown produce made its
way into food pantries in southeastern
Ohio through the Chesterhill Produce
Auction and a partnership with
Community Food Initiatives.

$310,000

PAID TO FARMERS

through sales at the Chesterhill
Produce Auction. Total Revenue
at the auction was $374,000.

117,733 lbs

4.46

was diverted from the landfill by Zero
Waste Event Productions, which “zero
wasted” 40 festivals in 11 states in 2019.

from grant funds, sales income, and other
revenue came to our region through Rural
Action’s Social Enterprises.

OF WASTE

MILLION

25

LEAVING A LEGACY THROUGH RURAL ACTION
JANE AND JOHN WOODROW HAVE LONG BELIEVED IN GENEROSITY, AND SHARED AN ABIDING LOVE FOR NATURE
AND CONSERVATION. THAT LED TO THEIR DECISION TO DO SOME PLANNING ABOUT HOW TO CREATE A LEGACY
OF SUPPORT FOR THE CAUSES DEAR TO THEIR HEARTS. HERE, JANE SHARES HER STORY OF LEGACY PLANNING.

SUPPORT THE WORK YOU LOVE
BECOME A MEMBER

Rural Action’s members are its heart and soul. Having a membership
base means you have people who invest in your work, share their
ideas, and roll up their sleeves.
Some members become major donors giving more than $250 each
year to keep us strong. Some members become multi-year donors
and join Rural Action’s Giving Society, pledging a gift over multiple
years. Some members even put us in their wills, making planned
gifts to ensure Rural Action continues to change the world for the
better. Some members provide capital gifts so our facilities are clean,
efficient, and vibrant homes for sustainable development.
Please support the work you love, and talk with a staff or Board
member about how you can help. Thank you!

VOLUNTEER WITH US
Each year, more than 1,000 people volunteer with us. We offer
many kinds of opportunities. Whether you like to be in the field or
in the office, we will find the right spot for you! When you volunteer
3 hours per year (or more) you will receive a 1-year membership.
Join our mailing list at www.ruralaction.org to receive our latest
volunteer opportunities.
EXAMPLES OF VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES
• National Service Through AmeriCorps, ComCorps, and VISTA
• High School & College Internships
• Plant Monitoring & Restoration on the Wayne National Forest
• Assisting at the Chesterhill Produce Auction
• Processing fresh vegetables for school children
• Helping at Rural Action Events
• Dumpsite & Stream Clean-ups
• Recycling at Festivals
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MORE WAYS
TO GIVE...

To support Rural Action’s work
far into the future, we have
established endowment funds
with two community foundations.
These endowments allow us
to set aside funds for specific
programming, secure against
unforeseen hurdles, and help
plan for organizational growth,
all while protecting our longevity
and legacy in Appalachian Ohio
for generations to come.

LEARN MORE
ABOUT OUR
FUNDS:

Foundation for Appalachian
Ohio Rural Action Fund for a
Sustainable Future.

www.appalachianohio.org
Athens Foundation
Communities of Hope Fund.

www.athensfoundation.org

WRITTEN BY JANE Z. WOODROW
Years ago, I can’t remember how many, my late
husband, John, and I gave serious thought to charities.
He believed in generosity, and that when we are
generous things will come back to us--not in any direct
way--but that the universe will treat us well. Having
grown up in a family that might have been a bit stingy,
this was a new but welcome idea to me. We did want
our gifts to count and not be frittered away, and
requests for money come in every day. We started by
thinking about our values: prevention, education, and
the environment were at the top of our list.
Once we had that clear vision based on our values,
Rural Action was an obvious choice for us. We
first saw Rural Action as a local way to support the
environment. As we learned more about the work
overall, we began to see the focus on education, on supporting individuals and communities in
ways that might prevent further problems.
We began giving money to them every year, through our Giving Society Pledge.
We wondered, though, about long-term sustainability for the organization. Many non-profits
do not survive the transition to new leadership from that of the founders. Rural Action, through
several CEOs has survived and stayed true to its mission and vision. Even before John’s death five
years ago, we had a will drawn up that names Rural Action as an important charitable organization
that will receive what may be a tidy sum after both of us pass on.
I have also set up an annuity with Rural Action as a beneficiary. That allows money to be taken
out and given to Rural Action without penalty should they need it before I die. I feel proud of
our ability to support Rural Action, and I’m glad that we spent time planning how to continue to
support the work we value in our community. And I can attest to the validity of the belief that
generosity brings intangible and even tangible rewards.

PLANNING FOR YOUR LEGACY

Planned gifts made to Rural Action allow you to create a legacy of support for the work you love. If you are
considering a planned gift, please contact us to discuss the type of gift you would like to leave, or the work
you would like to support through your legacy.
You may also share this information with your attorney or financial planner:
“I bequeath $_________ or _________% of my estate to Rural Action, Inc. 11350 Jackson Dr., The Plains, OH 45780.”
Have you planned a gift to Rural Action? We’d love to hear from you.
Please give us a call at 740-677-4047 if you would like to discuss your planned giving. Thank you for your
generosity and your concern for the future of the people of the region and the places we call home.
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2019 RURAL ACTION MEMBERS

Members are central and essential to the work of Rural Action, and we count on them for
their leadership, advocacy, volunteerism, and financial support. The following individuals and
organizations helped to sustain the organization this year and allow us to plan for the future.
Learn more about membership by visiting our website at www.ruralaction.org/join

Abigail Haffelt
Alan and Katharine King
Alan and Sue Boyd
Albert Rouzie
Allen and Corrine White
Amista Lipot
Amy Adams
Amy and Garth Coombs, Jr.
Andrea Anderson
Andrea Jones
Andrea Reany
Andrew Snyder
Ann Fugate and Rich Tomsu
Anna Longo
Anne Sparks
Annie and Michael Westfall
Anthony and Helen Chila
Anthony DeBord
Art and Michelle Oestrike
Athens Conservancy
Athens Farmers Market
Autumn Warthman
Avalanche Pizza
Badger Johnson
Barb Flowers
Barbara Donohue
Barbara Harrison
Berry Dilley
Betty Hollow
Bob Mulligan
Bobbi Conliffe
Bonnie Prince
Brian Vadakin
Bruce and Carol Kuhre
Bruce and Hylie Voss
Bruce and Jessica Underwood
Bryan Fortson
Caitlin Garrity
Cal and Laura Miller
Candi and Allan Withem
Candy Kemmerer
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Carleen Yocum
Carol Allen
Carol Beale
Carole Daniels
Carolyn Swabeck
Carpenter & Associates
Carrie Gibbons
Carrie Gilbert
Catherine and Paul E. Knoop
Catherine Early
Cecelia Weldon
Char and John Kopchick
Charlie Adkins
Chris Ratcliff
Christina and Laura Zempter
Christopher Ruggerio
Claudia Hale
Craig and Tammi Butler
D. Reber Dunkel
Dale and Gloria Devol
Dan Kneier
Dan and Hanna Vorisek
Danding Gan
David and Pamela Schatz
David LaPalombara
David Onley
David White
Dawn McCarthy
Debbie and Jim Phillips
Don and Sally Linder
Doug Albaugh
Doug and Carolynn Orr
Drew Tanner
Dwight and Mary Mitchell
Eclipse Company Store
Ellen Fultz
Elaine and Douglas Goetz
Elizabeth and Gregory Sayrs
Elizabeth Clodfelter
Francis and Mary Sullivan
Frank and Catherine Hare

Frog Ranch Foods LTD
Gary and Gail Zoldesy
Gene and Royal Mapes
Gillian Ice
Guy Riefler
Harry Baker, Jr.
Hayden Fry
Heather and Phillip Cantino
Heather Cumbo
Heather Taylor-Miesle
Heidi Wilhelm
Holly Raffle and Craig McCarthy
Hylie and Bruce Voss
Isabel Graziani
Jack Stauffer
Jacqueline Warmke
James Chastain
James Young
Jan Griesinger
Jan Hodson
Jane Z. Woodrow
Janet Holladay
Jason Reed
Jaymie Strecker
Jeanne and David Heaton
Jen and Jeremy Bowman
Jennifer Cochran
Jennifer Fialko
Jenny Byers
Jeremy Biddinger
Jeremy Held
Jerry and Robin Schaffer
Jesse Stock
Jessica Page
Jim Mahoney
Joe Barbaree
Joe Brehm
Joey Berry
John and Janice Watts
John and Kelli Kotowski
John and Mandy Haseley

John Glazer and Faith Knutsen
John McGovern
John Molinaro
Jon Sabraw
Joseph Shields
Judith Daso
June Holley and Paul Tescher
Karoline and Neill Lane
Karyn Allman
Kate Fetterolf and Paul Mass
Katey Patterson
Kathleen Berry
Kathy and Steve Downer
Katy Kropf and Nick Tepe
Kaye Appleman
Kelly and Matt Cooke
Kenner Sims
Kenneth Turner
Kent Scott
Kirsten Ritchie
Larry and Patty Witmer
Larry and Shelley Conrath
Laura Bennett
Laura Harrison
LCR Realty
Lesley and C. Scott Moore
Lesli Johnson
Linda and John Brose
Linda and Kenneth Button
Linda and Pete Clark
Lisa Carson
Lisa Mosier
Little Fish Brewery
Lois and Robert Whealey
Lori Gromen and Kent Butler
Lorna Jean Edmonds
Luke and Kathleen Sulfridge
Luther and Jeanne Haseley
Lynette Peck
Lynn Miller
M. Duane and C. Ruth Nellis

M. Alice and Charles Ross
Marcia Hartman
Marcus Molea
Marina Baldiserra Pacchetti
Mark and Marcia Shubert
Mark Sunderman
Marla and Randy Longenecker
Marsha and Allyn Reilly
Marsha Shook-Lewis
Marshall and Patricia Brudno
Martha and Eric Smith
Mary Anne Reeves
Mary Costello
Mary Jeter
Mary Jo and Ruth Bole
Mary Jones
Mary Nally
Max and Sheila Mark
Melissa Pence
Meranda and Nate Chesser
Michael Ahern
Michael and Jessica Kopish
Michael and Jo Carpenter
Michael and Kerry Boyd
Michael Curtin
Michael Lloyd
Michelle and Geoff Greenfield
Michelle Decker and Zach Holl
Michelle Shively
Michelle Wilson
Mike and Jane Broecker
Mike Steinmaus
Misti D. Smith
Mitch and Sue Farley
Pam Aronson
Patricia McKey
Paul and Sarah Logue
Peggy Kennedy
Perry Varnadoe
Petra Schmalbrock
Phyllis Baxter

Polly and Robert Sumney
Rachel Pierson
Ralph V. Wilhelm
Rebecca and David Drozek
Rebecca Robison-Miller
Rhonda and Stephen Reilly
Richard and Aileen Gams
Richard Wetzel
Rick Fligor
Robert Benz
Roberta Shields
Rodney and Linda Nippert
Roger Umstott
Ron and Cynthia Birt
Rosey Moes
Rosemary Jeter
Sally and Don Linder
Sally and Stanley Zalek
Sam Crowl
Samantha Rommel
Sandy and Neal Nesbitt
Sara Gilfert
Susan Gilfert
Sarah Barbee
Sarah Baxter
Sarah Erckenbrack
Thomas Wolf
Sarah Poggione
Scott and Maria Janda
Shana Byrd and Michael Lewis
Shannon and Jay Stewart
Sharyn Yulish
Sondra Williams
Stacia Stutzman
Stacy Hall and Bill Dix, III
Star Mary and Robert Castro
Stephen and Tracey Borovicka
Steve and Connie Patterson
Steve and Rhonda Koch
Steve Grimes
Steve Mokris
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2019 RURAL ACTION MEMBERS
(Continued)

Sue and Tom Banchich
Sue Righi
Sue Simon Westendorf
Susan Loughridge
Susan McGarvey
Susan West
Susi Acord
Suzanne and John Howell
Svenn Lindskold
Sydney Webber
T. Lee Gregg
Tania Basta
Tanya Hire
Tanyah and Andrew Stone
Ted and Lynn Linscott
Ted Bernard and Donna Lofgren
Teny Bannick
Teresa and Frederick Hindman
Teri Tigner
Terri Fetherolf
Terry and Susan Van Offeren
Theresa and David Moran
Tiffany Arnold
Tom and Barbara Kostohryz
Tom Calhoun
Tom McGuire
Tom O’Grady and Ann Bonner
Tom Redfern and Jane Forrest Redfern
Andrea Reik and Rudy Leatherman
Ann Moneypenny and Michael Kleinman
Tony Logan
Gerard Hilferty and Jacquelyn Fokes
Vicky Mattson
Bernhard Debatin and Patty Stokes
Wanada and Terry Baxter-Potter
Wanda and Mark Weinberg
Warren Haydon
Wesley and Norma Arbaugh
Wesley Clarke
William Haskins
William Kortier
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Zachary Reizes
Carolyn and Chip Ditchendorf
Charles R. Mason and Faye Warren
Christopher Feger and Ana Rosado-Feger
Chris Gerig and Kristina Borovicka Gerig
Corrine Brown and Barbara Berry
David Tees and Melanie Schori
David Descutner and Delysa Burnier
David Drabold and Michele Papai
Don and Mary Anne Flournoy
Deborah and Kenneth Edwards
Ed Newman and Martha Bishop
Gary Goosman and Mary Ann Westendorf
John Hauser and Linda Parsons
John Winnenberg and Cindy Hartman
Joseph Herrington and Anna Auter
Kay Tousley and William Owens
L. Alan and Stephanie Goldsberry
Linda Parsons and John Hauser
Marilyn Sue Foster and Don Shamblin
Marissa and Nick Lautzenheiser
Mary Ann and Norman Garber
Mary Ann Borch and Bob Kerberi
Melissa Wales and Gregory Kessler
Michelle Gorman and Chris Chmiel
Michael Tobar and Holly Jacobs
Nancy Stevens and Patrick O’Conner
Nancy Manring and Eric Fenstermaker
Paul Patton and Michael Pistrui
Pieta Steffens and Curtiss Wright
Rebecca Dale and Robert Henninge
Robert Stewart and Penny Shelton
Roxanne Groff and Michael Hollingsworth
Sarah Helfrich and Creston Stewart
Suzanne Knauerhase and William Rhinehart
William and Barbara Schlater

IN MEMORIAM
Mary Anne Flournoy left a legacy of caring, advocacy,
service, wisdom, and love in action. Many of our lives are
richer for having known her. Mary Anne Flournoy served
in many capacities with Rural Action over the years: one
of our founders, a Board President, a staff member, a
donor, a visionary, a teller of truths and a dear friend
and mentor to many.
Wife, mother, sister, and visionary philanthropist,
Mary Anne Boone Flournoy passed away on Wednesday,
October 23rd in Athens, Ohio. Mary Anne, or “Mab” as
she was known to family and close friends, was a mentor
and teacher to countless students and colleagues
around the world. She dedicated her life to Truth-Telling.
From teaching in the poorest inner-city and Appalachian
elementary schools, to working with world leaders and
renowned academics serving as Associate Director for
International Studies at Ohio University, Mary Anne
treated everyone equally, and held them all to the same
high standard.
Devoted environmentalists, Mary Anne and beloved
husband Don created the Sugar Bush Foundation
in 2005 to foster university-community collaboration in
environmentally sustainable economic development of
Appalachian Ohio. Together they maintained a farm, forest and gardens of some 400 acres, powered it
with solar panels, and protected it with conservation easements.

Mary Anne Flournoy

Mary Anne was a fierce supporter and defender of anchor social
justice non-profits locally, chairing the boards of Rural Action and
Planned Parenthood, and serving in multiple leadership roles at
Christ Lutheran Church in Athens. Globally, Mary Anne ran teacher
exchanges to Southern Africa and sponsored her friend and former
OU colleague Prisca Nemapare to create the Zienzele Foundation
for AIDS orphans and widows in Zimbabwe. Leadership was Mary
Anne’s true gift and calling. She taught and mentored generations of
young women and men – many of whom now lead the organizations
Mary Anne helped to build.
Mary Anne experienced her faith and spirit through the arts. An
accomplished pianist, vocalist, and actress, she reveled in the
hymns of Christ Lutheran Church, sang out with her sisters in the
Calliope Feminist Choir, and took to the stage in several Ohio Valley
Summer Theater productions. Mary Anne even created a clown alter-ego, named “Glad-is”, to delight
her grandchildren and kids from the community. She was devoted to her Feminism in Faith group, and
discovered a gift for poetry late in life.
Mary Anne accomplished a great deal of good, and touched many people throughout her 79 years.
We are grateful for her presence in our lives and her vision for our work together. She will be dearly
missed and fondly remembered.

WE THANK THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WHO HONORED MARY ANNE THROUGH MEMORIAL GIFTS TO
RURAL ACTION IN 2019: GARRETT AND CECILIA BOONE, SARA GILFERT, AND DEBBIE AND JIM PHILLIPS.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2019 NATIONAL SERVICE MEMBERS
2019 OHIO STREAM RESTORE CORPS MEMBERS

Chad Bortle

Don Cooley

David Descutner

Mitch Farley

Rick Hindman

Randy Leite

Susan Loughridge

Dave Simon

Mark Snider

Kay Tousley

Perry Varnadoe

T. Chris Wilson

Richard Wetzel

Heidi Wilhelm

Jane Woodrow

Aaron Ambrosio
Annika Gurrola
Ashley Smith
Bailey Grenert
Breanna Boudinot
Brenna Dobos
Brett Smith
Brian Harnetty
Brock Bolen
Brooke Sanderson
Bryan Chamberlin
Carrie Gibbons
Charles Gordon
Chloe Musick
Chris Quolke
Cierra Bailey
Clara Thornberry
Dani Jacobs
Dylan Bean
Eugene Hancock
George Blankenhorn
Grace Hanoian
Grant Joy
Janet Holladay
Jenna Balasz
Jeremy Maple
Kelly Love
Kylee Nichols

The Wilds Restoration Ecology
Raccoon Creek Partnership
Raccoon Creek Partnership
United Plant Savers
Licking Soil and Water Conservation District
United Plant Savers
Rural Action Environmental Education
Ohio’s Hill Country Heritage Area
Rural Action Monday Creek Restoration Project
Rural Action Middle Tuscarawas River Watershed
Rural Action Sunday Creek Watershed Group
Rural Action Zero Waste
Buckeye Trail Association
Stuart’s Opera House
Rural Action Social Enterprise Development
Rural Action Sustainable Forestry
Stuart’s Opera House
Rural Action Environmental Education
Wayne National Forest
Rural Action Sustainable Forestry
Buckeye Trail Association
Rural Action Middle Tuscarawas River Watershed
Ohio’s Hill Country Heritage Area
ReUse Industries
Hocking Soil and Water Conservation District
Wayne National Forest
Raccoon Creek Partnership
Rural Action Monday Creek Restoration Project

OCDCA AmeriCorps VISTA 2019
OCDCA AmeriCorps VISTA 2019
OCDCA AmeriCorps VISTA 2019
OCDCA AmeriCorps VISTA 2019 and
Rural Action Sustainable Agriculture VISTA
Jon Flinn Rural Action Sustainable Energy Solutions VISTA
Brian Cristi OCDCA AmeriCorps VISTA 2019

Shoshanna Brooker

Mary Ann Borch

Miranda Cain
Mollie Rabiner
Molly Sowash
Nate Good
Nathan Merckle
Nessa Hesser
Nick Cruise
Nikki Salas
Ricky Vandegrift
Rosemary Jeter
Ryan Brown
Sally Sugar
Samantha Miller
Scot Gardner
Sebastian Teas
Taisa Dzindo
Taylor Snelick
Theo Peck-Suzuki

Rural Action Environmental Education
Rural Action Sustainable Agriculture
Rural Action Sunday Creek Watershed Group
Rural Action Environmental Education
Rural Action Zero Waste
Dairy Barn Ora Anderson Trail and
Rural Action OSRC Capacity Builder
Crane Hollow Preserve and Camp Oty’Okwa
Crane Hollow Preserve and Camp Oty’Okwa
Rural Action Sustainable Agriculture
Rural Action Environmental Education
Dawes Arboretum
Wayne National Forest and Rural Action
Environmental Education
Rural Action Environmental Education
Raccoon Creek Partnership
Rural Action Monday Creek Restoration Project
Rural Action Entrepreneurial Communities
Buckeye Trail Association
Rural Action Environmental Education
Rural Action Entrepreneurial Communities
Buckeye Trail Association
Perry Soil and Water Conservation District
Rural Action Middle Tuscarawas River Watershed
The Wilds Restoration Ecology
Rural Action OSRC Capacity Builder

2019 AMERICORPS VISTA + COMCORPS + CSP MEMBERS
Kyle Driscoll
Kris Vandervaart
Rudi Beutner
Levi Brown

Carol Davey

Laura Diaco
Luke Welch
Lydia Beardsley
Madison Donohue
Megan Almeida
Meghan Ellis

Carol Kuhre
Emma Schultz
Lori Boegershausen
Elise Westenbarger

Think Tank, Inc. AmeriCorps VISTA 2019
Hocking Hills Inspire Shelter VISTA
OCDCA AmeriCorps Summer VISTA 2019
COMCORPS AmeriCorps Member 2019 and
Rural Action Farm to School VISTA
Rachel McDonald COMCORPS AmeriCorps Member 2019
Marce Ponce De Leon Community Solutions Program (CSP) Fellow

Saumya Pant

2019 RURAL ACTION STAFF
Debbie Phillips
Linda Thornton
Brian Vadakin
Eric Smith
Rick Fligor
Deb Moreland
Paul Patton
Susi Acord
Bob Benz
Stacia Stutzman
Allan Withem
Ed Newman
Andrea Reany
Anthony Cangemi
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Chief Executive Officer
Michelle Shively
Chief Financial Officer
Joe Brehm
Chief Program Officer
Darcy Higgins
Chief Program Officer
Shannon Stewart
Finance Director
Meredith Hamsher
Financial & HR Manager
Nate Schlater
Social Enterprise Director
Tim Ferrell
Media & Comms. Director
Dan Vorisek
Storyteller
Ellie Dudding
Administrative Assistant
Sarah Conley-Ballew
Information Technology
Tom Redfern
Zero Waste Director
Joe Barbaree
Zero Waste Manager
Tanner Filyaw
Zero Waste Manager and
Jessica Dotson
Executive Assistant
Marissa Lautzenheiser
Shana Angel

Sunday Creek Watershed Coordinator
Environmental Education Director
Environmental Education Manager
AmeriCorps Director
AmeriCorps Manager
Monday Creek Watershed Coordinator
Monday Creek Watershed Specialist
Resilient Communities Coach
Resilient Communities Coach
Sustainable Energy Solutions Director
Director of Sustainable Agriculture & Forestry
Sustainable Agriculture & Forestry Manager
Non-Timber Forest Products Manager
Chesterhill Produce Auction Site Assistant
Middle Tuscarawas Watershed Coordinator
Middle Tuscarawas Watershed Specialist
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FUNDERS + SPONSORS

2019 FINANCIAL INFORMATION

GRANTS + CONTRACTS
AEP Foundation
American Society for Environmental History
Appalachian Center for Economic Networks
Appalachian Funders Network
Appalachian Regional Commission
Appalachian Sustainable Development
Athens County Job and Family Service
Athens Foundation
Athens Garden Club
Athens Hocking Recycling Center
Athens Hocking Vinton 317 Board
Big Brother Big Sisters of Central Ohio
Blue Green Alliance
Buckeye Hills RC&D
Buckeye Trails Association
Camp Oty’Okwa
Caresource Foundation
Catholic Campaign for Human Development
Center for Rural Entrepreneurship
Central Appalachian Network
City of Athens
Corporation for National and Community Service
Crane Hollow Preserve
Dairy Barn Arts Center
Dawes Arboretum - Conservation Dept
Epstein Teicher Philanthropies
GEM Energy
Hammons Products Company
Hearst Foundation
Hocking Soil and Water Conservation District
Hopewell Health Centers
IREX
Johnson Charitable Gift Fund
J.M. Kaplan Fund
Joyce Foundation
Just Transition Fund
Kids on Campus
Kleinpenny Educational Fund
Licking Soil and Water Conservation District
Lowe Marshall Trust
Martha Holden Jennings Foundation
Morgan Local Schools
Mountain Association for Community Development
Muskingum Watershed Conservancy District
National Forest Foundation
New York Community Trust
Osteopathic Heritage Foundation

PROGRAM SPONSORS
Athens Bread Company, LLC
Blue Eagle Music
Burr Oak Lodge
China Fortune
Community Foundation of Greater Memphis
Creech Creations LLC
David Shively
Foundation for Appalachian Ohio
Frog Ranch Foods, Ltd.
Fullbrooks LLC, Jennifer Abbott & Dan Jones
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Ohio Association of Litter Prevention and Recycling Professionals
Ohio CDC Association
Ohio Department of Natural Resources
Ohio Environmental Council
Ohio Environmental Education Fund
Ohio Hill Country Heritage Area
Ohio Pawpaw Festival
Ohio University
Ohio University Voinovich School for Leadership and Public Affairs
Ohio University Center for Campus & Community Engagement
Ohio University Russ College of Engineering and Technology
Ohio University College of Fine Arts
Ohio University Ohio Program of Intensive English
OhioHealth O’Bleness Hospital
Ohio State University Extension
Ohio State University INFACT
Oxbow River & Stream Restoration, Inc.
Perry Soil and Water Conservation District
Prairie Valley Farms, LLC
Raccoon Creek Watershed Partnership
Renewables Space, LLC
Reuse Industries
Rockefeller Family Fund
Serve Ohio
Sheridan’s Shamrock
Sisters Health Foundation
Snowville Creamery
Southeast Ohio Public Energy Council
Charles M. and Mary D. Grant Foundation
State of Ohio
Stream and Wetland Foundation
Stuart’s Opera House
Sugar Bush Foundation
Sunday Creek Associates
The Athens Real Estate Company
The Farmacy
The Joyce Foundation
The One Foundation
The Reeves Foundation
The Wilds
United Plant Savers
University of Minnesota
United States Department of Agriculture - Forest Service
United States Department of Agriculture - NRCS
United States Department of Interior - Office of Surface Mining
Virginia Tech
Wayne National Forest
Wholesome Wave

GIGI’s Country Kitchen
Jackie O’s
Kiser BBQ Enterprises, LLC
Little Fish
Nelsonville Emporium
Ohio Ornithological Society
Ohio University/Sugarbush
Rebecca Dale
Water Prosper, Inc.
West Elementary PTO

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS

ASSETS

Call us at 740.677.4047 to learn
about opportunities to become
a program sponsor. Sponsorships
are available for a 12-month
period or for a single event.

CURRENT
LIABILITIES

$468,059

$579,907

CURRENT ASSETS

$272,532

FIXED ASSETS

UNRESTRICTED
NET ASSETS

$370,176
DONOR
RESTRICTED

$1,402,993

$1,402,993

TOTAL LIABILITIES
+ NET ASSETS

TOTAL ASSETS

$209,431

$145,595

ENDOWMENT
INVESTMENTS

PLEDGES
RECEIVABLE

REVENUE

$256,444
$209,431

EXPENSES
2%
FUNDRAISING

15%

19%
ADMINISTRATION

70%

79%
PROJECTS

GRANT & CONTRACT REVENUE

TOTAL REVENUE $3,033,892

LONG-TERM
LIABILITIES

BOARD ADVISED
RESTRICTED

15%

DONATIONS & MEMBER DUES

EARNED INCOME

WANT TO BE A SPONSOR?

$294,410

TOTAL EXPENSES $3,006.773
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KEEP UP WITH

OUR
WORK
RURALACTION.ORG

