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Returning to the 
Community Table

It’s Opening Day of the Ches-
terhill Produce Auction (CPA).  
As auctioneer Mike Nichols 
rambles into his microphone, 
“Do I hear $25, sir, $30?” peo-
ple crane their necks to see 
who will buy the fi rst sale of 
the 2008 season. The bids rap-
idly ascend as auction cards 
shoot into the air, and after a 
few minutes, a hanging basket 
of petunias sells for $100.

This year, the CPA will do-
nate proceeds from the sym-
bolically high opening sales 
to the American Cancer Soci-
ety as a tribute to those in the 
community who recently lost 
their battle to the disease.  The 
lucky buyer is Russ Tippet, 
who explains that he bought 
the fi rst-ever sale at the CPA 
in 2004: a pint of strawberries 
for $45.  And with the profi ts 
going toward cancer research 
this time around, Tippet says, 
“how can you say no?” 

“This is one of the best things 
for the community that there 
has been for years,” Tippet 
says, proudly holding his hang-
ing basket in one hand while 
keeping an eye on the auction-
eer.  Tippet is a long-time sup-
porter of the auction, where 
buyers come from far and wide 
to purchase fresh local produce 

in bulk.
Dedicated buyers are key to 

the science of the CPA.  With-
out dedicated buyers, grow-
ers won’t make the weekly 
trek—by truck or by buggy—to 
auction off their goods.  Insti-
tutional buyers, restaurants 
and suppliers to farmers’ mar-
kets, are key. Today, there are 
many such dedicated buyers 
and their presence shows a 
commitment to incorporating 
local food on menus in Athens 
County.  (continued on page 3)

The Chesterhill Produce Auction Kicks Off Its 4th Year

By Kelsey McCoy

CPA founders Jean & Marvin Konkle
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Letter From the Director

Michelle Decker
Executive Director

Welcome to The Rural Report, our fi rst hardcopy newsletter in almost 
two years. The Rambler, our electronic newsletter, will continue to serve 
you every two weeks (sign up by sending an email to Jordan@ruralaction.
org). In a few weeks, we’ll share a revised website that looks great and 
has helpful information, and we’re partnering with other food organiza-
tions to roll out ohiofoodshed.org (see pg. 4). All of these tools, including 
this quarterly, member-only newsletter, are designed to keep you inspired 
about the incredible work in sustainable community building going on in 
Appalachian Ohio. They should help you fi nd ways to connect with the ef-
forts you read about, get involved, and share your ideas and dreams.

Many of you did this with The Rural Renewal process, which is wrap-
ping up this summer.  With the Rural Renewal strategy we have a guiding 
document that reaffi rms our values and work. Please join us at our Annual 
Meeting on July 17 (see pg. 13) when we’ll share highlights from the pro-
cess and the new directions it’s taking us in.

Increasing our reach through media is important because, as we said 
in our fi rst Rural Renewal strategy and quoting Thomas Berry, “It’s all a 
question of story. We are in trouble now because we do not have a good 
story.” We will create that new story by shining a light on what you are do-
ing. A second reason for why these media tools are important is because we 
need to grow our membership. Having individuals and families embrace 
the values and principles Rural Action members espouse will build even 
greater momentum for development that takes a long-term view. 

There are incredible things happening in our region that we want to shout 
about from the mountain (hill) top. We welcome everyone, in counties all 
over this beautiful region, who are thinking about the future and what we 
can do to live in healthier, more resilient ways, to join and be part of this 
community.  

Call me at the Kuhre Center for Rural Renewal in Trimble to talk over 
your ideas at 740-767-4938 or michelle@ruralaction.org.
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An hour before the opening 
bids at a special volunteer rec-
ognition festivity, Matt Rap-
poselli, Executive Chef at Ohio 
University, kicked off Opening 
Day with optimism.  “It is my 
hope that in the future, every-
one at Ohio University will 
come in contact with food from 
Chesterhill,” he said. 

Jean and Marvin Konkle, 
founders of the CPA, see a sim-
ilar future. The Konkles found-
ed the Chesterhill Produce 
Auction in 2004 with the help 
of Rural Action and a number 
of volunteers.  The Konkles 
moved from Highland County 
in southwestern Ohio to Ches-
terhill in 2002.  When they ar-
rived, Jean began searching for 
the best local produce and was 
told to visit the Amish commu-
nities of Morgan County.  

After several visits to the 
farms, Jean became aware of 
a need for a localized market 
to help growers connect di-
rectly to a consistent group of 
buyers. Jean witnessed what 
has become commonplace in 
rural communities across the 
country. Due to transportation 
limitations, growers are often 
at the mercy of large-scale 
“middle-men,” who buy acres 
of produce from a grower at a 
price far below market value, 
only to turn around and resell 
it for their own profi t.  

“I didn’t think it was right,” 
said Jean. “They [the growers] 
shouldn’t have to sell to just 

whoever comes along.”
The idea behind the auction 

was to create a wholesale op-
eration, giving growers the 
opportunity to market a sig-
nifi cant volume of produce.  To 
implement the idea, Jean be-
came involved with Rural Ac-
tion.  Tom Brenner, who was 
Rural Action Business Facilita-
tor at the time, and Tom Red-
fern, the current Sustainable 
Agriculture Coordinator, as-
sisted Jean in the hard work of 
researching produce auctions 
and obtaining funding through 
small business grants. Over 
time they constructed a build-
ing, recruited growers and be-
gan spreading the word.

Word has spread slowly but 
surely and the community is 
beginning to respond.  The auc-
tion averages about 70 attend-
ees per week, but the effects go 
far beyond attendance.  

“I can not begin to explain 
what the CPA has done for 
the area,” Jean said. “It [ex-
ists] not only to buy food and 
help the growth of the area.  
It stimulates the people of the 
area, and brings people in who 
didn’t even know Chesterhill 
existed. Now it is on their list 
every week to come to the pro-
duce auction.”

It is Jean’s hope that a weekly 
trip to the produce auction will 
become ritual for the commu-
nity and beyond.  “We need to 
get back to the basics of grow-
ing our own food…not relying 

on food that has been shipped 
from who knows where.”  

In spite of rising fuel and food 
prices, Jean is optimistic about 
the future. “It takes work-
ing to survive,” she says.  The 
work of the CPA will require 
restoring how people lived in 
the past, when life ebbed and 
fl owed with the seasons and 
depended on food preservation 
through canning and drying. 
Life depended on cooperative 
spirit.  “Growing up on a farm, 
we didn’t sell much produce, 
but we always shared with our 
neighbors,” Jean said. “I sup-
pose that’s the reason I do it 
today.” 

Toward the end of Opening 
Day, people chatted and caught 
up as their kids chased bugs 
and petted the horses.   Once in 
a while, some would hold their 
bid cards in the air, jumping at 
a great deal on cabbage plants 
or the fi rst pint of strawberries 
of the season.  They’re here for 
the produce, sure.   

But the CPA is not just about 
the economy. It’s about remem-
bering how we used to eat:  as 
a community.

Join us at the Chesterhill 
Produce Auction every Monday 
and Thursday afternoon begin-
ning at 4pm.  It is located at 
8380 Wagoner Road, south of 
Chesterhill in Morgan County.  
Volunteers are always welcome.  
For more information, contact 
Jean Konkle at 740-286-3458.

Community Table (cont.)
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A great river fl ows across 
America, bringing food the 
width of a continent, deposit-
ing it in cities where smaller 
streams disperse it.  Powered 
by diesel fuel, it leaves green-
house gases and con-
gested highways in 
its wake.  The river 
fl ows back, carry-
ing food dollars that 
are deposited in cit-
ies along the way 
until it returns as a 
trickle to those who 
created the rivers of 
food needed to sus-
tain our communities.

The river that brings us our 
food is polluted with petro-
leum, poverty, and the stagna-
tion of communities along its 
banks.  It has long been rec-
ognized that, when actual riv-
ers or lakes are polluted, the 

best way to improve them is to 
break them into manageable 
units referred to as “water-
sheds.”  A watershed is defi ned 
as all of the land that drains 
into a specifi c body of water.  

A foodshed can be defi ned as 
all of the food that comes into a 
specifi c locality.

Farmers’ markets in Ath-
ens, McConnelsville, Marietta, 
Chesterhill and elsewhere rep-
resent successful parts of our 

local foodshed. At the Athens 
Farmer’s Market, food runs 
the gamut from meat to cheese; 
from eggs to fruit; and from 
vegetables to annual prawns.  
This food fl ows from as far 

away as Circleville, 
or as close as a few 
miles, into a park-
ing lot, where it is 
laid out like a great 
feast. 

Every week from 
May to October, 
farmers from rural 
Chesterhill load bug-
gies with produce 

and, with the power of horses, 
bring a fl ow of food from a ten-
mile radius where it is gath-
ered into the reservoir that is 
the Chesterhill Produce Auc-
tion.  From that reservoir, it 
goes to kitchens, freezers, res-
taurants, and even to the caf-

By Tom Redfern, Sustainable Agriculture Coordinator

“Southeast Ohio has many 
examples of farmers, entrepre-

neurs and organizations that have 
spent lifetimes building and re-

building our foodshed.”

Cultivating a Foodshed
New Rural Action Website Will Link
Consumers, Local Agriculture
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eterias of Ohio University, and 
adds to a foodshed responsible 
for feeding thousands.

Southeast Ohio has many 
examples of farmers, entrepre-
neurs and organizations that 
have spent lifetimes building 
our foodshed.  Successful sto-
ries and projects abound, yet 
the need to build a stronger 
food economy has never been 
greater.  Few would dispute 
that hunger is a major issue in 
our foodshed. As prices contin-
ue to soar, we must question 
the viability of a food system 
based on global sourcing.  

Soon, Rural Action will launch 
www.ohiofoodshed.org, which 
is designed to link consumers 
with venues and strategies 
for cultivating our foodshed.  
Our goal is to give businesses 

and institutions current lists 
of local food availability.  The 
name may be ambitious, but 
so is the goal. The great task 
of bringing local food to our 
entire population requires a 
wide vision.  Rural Action has 
always worked in partnership 
with other organizations, and 
we are proud to be at a table 
where many have come to-
gether.  Ohiofoodshed.org will 
continue this tradition, work-
ing with our food and farming 
partners at the local, regional, 
and state levels.  We will work 
to augment and support cur-
rent online resources and local 
food efforts. And we will strive 
to bring the metaphor of Rural 
Action as a community table to 
another level.   

Join us at our table as we 
work to cultivate our food-
shed!  

To get involved with the ohio-
foodshed.org project, or to learn 
more about Rural Action Sus-
tainable Agriculture, contact 
Tom Redfern, tomr@ruralac-
tion.org or 740-767-4938.

The website 
featuers several 
sections focusing 
on seasonality, 
local food news 
and current , 
market prices 
and availability
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Learning About Our Environment
No Child Left Inside
                                                                     
By Mary Steinmaus, Communities Director

“We will not fi ght to save what we do not love,” said Ken Finch, president and founder of Green 
Hearts Institute for Nature in Childhood, said at the April 2008 Environmental Education Council 
of Ohio Conference.  Finch, the afternoon keynote speaker, used the statistics in the box below to 
illustrate that children are more engaged in electronic media than in the outdoors.

• 27% of their time is spent      
with electronics media

• 1% of their time is spent 
out of doors

• The average 2 year old 
spends 2 hours a day with 
electronics

• Only 30 minutes per 
week is spent in unstruc-
tured play

the many environmental as-
sets in their own backyards.

This imperative to engage 
youth and foster a love for the 
natural world inspired Rural 
Action and a group of partners 
to create the Environmental 
Learning Program (ELP) in 
1999.  During its fi rst six years, 
the program reached thou-
sands of students in southeast 
Ohio with environmental edu-
cation activities designed to 
foster a sense of wonder about 
the world in which we live.  

Rural Action has been in-
volved in several exciting envi-
ronmental education projects 
in recent months.  The initia-
tion of a land lab in Trimble, 
organized by Sunday Creek 
Watershed Group and the 
Trimble Township Community 
Forest, will provide hands-on 
experience for Trimble Town-
ship students and community 
members.  They are brain-
storming projects from install-
ing and monitoring duck and 
blue bird boxes to building 
hiking trails.  This summer, 

Youth Act is teaming up with 
Sustainable Agriculture to con-
nect a group of middle school 
students with local organic 
farmers to grow and preserve 
their own produce through 
the Youth Organic Gardeners 
project and the Amesville Su-
perheroes.

In the coming year, ELP will 
be reinvigorated.  The program 
has plans to build on past 
knowledge and experiences 
and move to a new level.  ELP 
will be a core program aiming 
to strengthen youth leadership 
and educational outdoor activ-
ities by using the tremendous 
local knowledge held by indi-
viduals in this region.  

Let’s help our young people 
have frequent, positive expe-
riences outdoors so that it be-
comes a part of the rhythm of 
their every day lives, and part 
of their vision for the future.

Contact Mary by calling 
740-767-4938 or email marys@
ruralaction.org

Dr. Robert Pyle, a noted but-
terfl y expert, called this lack of 
competence for moving through 
the larger world the “Extinc-
tion of Experience.” 

“What is the extinction of the 
condor to the child who has 
never seen a wren?” he said.

Rural Action can not achieve 
its mission of sustainable com-
munities in Appalachian Ohio 
without involving young people 
in the work. As Pyle suggests, 
preservation of our environ-
ment in the long term will not 
occur unless youth experience 
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What are some highlights 
of your fi rst two years with 
SCWG?
I really enjoyed working with 
local schools. I educated stu-
dents about watersheds and 
acid mine drainage.  I also did 
some community organizing 
with the Trimble Township 
Community Forest, where 
we’re working on a land lab.  
I also organized summer Wa-
tershed Day Camps, which has 
been really fun. And, I orga-
nize SCWG monthly meetings 
and tours of the watershed to 
spread awareness.

Tell me about this year’s Day 
Camp.
We are so excited this year 
about our day camp; it has been 
totally re-vamped. This year 
will be our largest day camp in 
six years with a diverse group 
of kids from all over the re-
gion. The campers will be 8-13 
years old. Almost 40 kids are 
registered right now. We’re 
dividing the campers into age 
groups. The older kids will be 
doing a ropes course at OU on 
the fi rst day for team build-
ing. They will also be learning 

about solar energy with Matt 
Bennett from Dovetail Solar. 
The younger kids will be plan-
ning a service learning proj-
ect. On Wednesday, the older 
kids will help the younger kids 
implement the service project, 
so the younger kids will teach 
the older kids about the proj-
ect they designed.  On Tues-
day, we’re taking them to New 
Straitsville with Little Cities 
of Black Diamonds for a histo-
ry day and a tour of Robinson’s 
Cave.  Passport to Fishing is a 
nation-wide program funded 
in Ohio through ODNR.  With 
the program, the kids will 
learn all about fi shing, includ-
ing tying knots, casting, and 
at the end they’ll get their own 
fi shing poles!  On the last day, 
we’ll have a fun day at Burr 
Oak. We’ll use their new fi sh-
ing poles, have a cook-out and 
swim in the lake.

What are the goals for ELP in 
the coming year?
I’m just excited to get kids out-
side. I want to do a variety of 
activities by working with dif-
ferent partner organizations. 
Rather than creating new 

programs, we can work with 
what’s out there.  At Rural Ac-
tion, I get to know about all 
the great opportunities in our 
region.  If we can offer these 
opportunities to them, we can 
connect them with experiences 
they didn’t even know they 
could have in their own com-
munity.

Why is environmental educa-
tion so important to you?
Appalachia has unbelievable 
natural resources that are 
great education tools. When 
young people are outdoors, 
they have the opportunity to 
use their imagination and cre-
ativity in play.  Being outside 
also opens their eyes to envi-
ronmental discoveries, giving 
them knowledge and a sense 
of wonder.  Hopefully this will 
to inspire them to preserve our 
lands in their natural state 
and continue educating new 
environmental stewards. 

Contact Emily at 740-767-2225 
or Emily@sundaycreek.org

VISTA Spotlight
Emily Boyer, VISTA for Sunday Creek Watershed Group

Emily Boyer is wrapping up her second VISTA term with Sunday 
Creek Watershed Group (SCWG).  For the past two years, she fo-
cused on education and outreach with both youth and adults. In 
late July, she will begin her third year as a VISTA and will work 
with the Environmental Learning Program.
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The Rural Action Energy Committee
Dedicated Group Explores How Rural Action 
Can Address Energy Issues
By Lois Whealey and Dana Carlson

What role can Rural Action 
play to best address local and 
state energy issues?  In June 
2007, Rural Action members 
formed an Energy Commit-
tee from the Rural Renewal 
Strategy process to tackle this 
question. The group is work-
ing to ensure that any poten-
tial Rural Action initiative will 
strategically fi t into the larger 
picture of regional energy ini-
tiatives.

The committee began meet-
ing in July 2007 to learn about 
energy issues; local energy 
practitioners and advocates 
were invited to educate the 
committee. Presenters includ-
ed representatives from Third 
Sun Solar and Wind Power, 
Dovetail Solar and Wind, the 
Athens Chamber of Commerce, 
Ohio Interfaith Power & Light, 
the Earth Justice Network, 
and Ohio University. Scott 
Miller of the Ohio University 
Voinovich School of Leadership 
and Public Affairs, a Rural Ac-
tion Board member and former 
AmeriCorps*VISTA chairs the 
committee. The Energy Com-
mittee shares information 
and viewpoints gathered from 
varied sources, including en-

vironmental organizations, 
businesses, and faith-based 
groups. 

Committee members feel a 
sense of urgency; rising gaso-
line and food prices and the 
threat of global climate change 
fuel their concern. Ohio is the 
fourth highest emitter of car-
bon dioxide and the fi fth larg-
est consumer of electricity in 
the nation. Given that Ohio is 
in the midst of electricity re-
structuring (Senate Bill 221), 
the group felt the primary 
goals for Rural Action’s ener-
gy policy should work toward 
the development of an energy 
conservation and renewable 
energy economy for the region. 
Senate Bill 221 mandates that 
12.5% of Ohio’s electricity must 
come from renewable energy by 
2025. The bill begins its public 
comment process this summer, 
presenting an opportunity for 
the committee to advocate for 
the inclusion of energy effi -
ciency in the fi nal rules.

Additionally, the Energy 
Committee is in the process 
of advising the design process 
of a market feasibility study. 
Last spring, a grant applica-
tion was submitted by Rural 



Looking to the Future:
Innovation in the Region

Guest Speaker: 
Janine L. Migden-Ostrander
Ohio Consumers’ Counsel
Addressing Senate Bill 221

Board Elections
Sustainability Awards

Book Sale
Desserts & Refreshments

Free childcare available upon request
Call Cat Fincun for more information

740.767.4938

Thursday July 17
Athens Community Center

Rural Report • 9

Action and the Voinivich Cen-
ter to the Governor’s Offi ce of 
Appalachia for funding of the 
study, which will determine 
the potential for energy au-
dit businesses and workforce 
training in the region. 

Education and awareness 
are also key goals for the com-
mittee. Rural Action seeks to 
partner with other state and 
regional organizations to share 
information on climate change, 
conservation, and opportuni-
ties in a green economy with 
schools, local governments, 
and citizen-based groups. The 
committee has also been invit-
ed to help organize the fall So-
lar Tour along with Green En-
ergy Ohio and regional green 
businesses. These, and other 
regional activities, are certain 
to keep the Energy Committee 
on its toes well into the future.

All community members are 
welcome to join. If you would 
like to participate, contact 
Scott Miller, Energy Commit-
tee Chair, at millers1@ohio.edu 
or call Rural Action at (740) 
767-4938.

∙ Requires a reduction in electricity demand of 22 percent   
 by the end of 2025
∙ Will provide low-income consumers with ongoing energy   
 effi ciency programs over, at least, the next 17 years
∙ Energy effi ciency programs will be offered to all of Ohio’s  
 residential consumers
∙ Utilities will be required to make renewable energy 12.5   
 percent of electricity sold by 2025 
∙ Annual benchmarks and penalties for noncompliance
 are include

 Source: Offi ce of the Ohio Consumers’ Counsel

Senate Bill 221 Quick Facts



“One of the primary goals of this 
event was to document stakeholder 
perspectives about the issues and 
concerns surrounding the herbal 

products industry...”
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‘Sangers Gather
in Central Pennsylvania
 By Tanner Filyaw

On April 25 and 26, the Ru-
ral Action Sustainable For-
estry program and Penn State 
University had the privilege 
to host 35 growers, collectors, 
and researchers of American 
ginseng and other non-timber 
forest products (NT-
FPs) in the hills of 
central Pennsylva-
nia. Forest Farming 
of Non-Timber For-
est Products in East-
ern North America 
was intended to en-
courage interaction 
and discussion that 
would contribute to ecological-
ly, economically, and socially 
sustainable cultivation (i.e., 
forest farming) of non-timber 
forest products from eastern 
North American forestlands.  

In attendance were experi-
enced representatives from 
eight Appalachian states, in-
cluding New York, West Vir-
ginia, Virginia, North Caro-
lina, Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Maine, and Ohio. Our state 

was well represented at the 
event, with six Ohio members 
of the Roots of Appalachia 
Growers Association (RAGA) 
in attendance, and two mem-
bers acting in double capacity 
as speakers.  Over the course 

of the weekend conference 
participants heard from 13 
speakers on a variety of top-
ics, including: an historical ac-
count of ginseng husbandry in 
Pennsylvania; an overview of 
state and federal regulations 
affecting the harvest and sale 
of American ginseng; develop-
ment of state grower certifi ca-
tion programs; and research 
updates for raised bed produc-
tion systems.

One of the primary goals of 
this event was to document 
stakeholder perspectives about 
the issues and concerns sur-
rounding the herbal products 
industry, and more specifi cally 
the management of American 

ginseng.  American 
ginseng is a feder-
ally listed endan-
gered species regu-
lated by the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife 
Service under the 
Convention on In-
ternational Trade in 
Endangered Species 

(CITES).  One of the major con-
cerns echoed by the community 
of growers is that if ginseng is 
cultivated as a crop from a cul-
tivated seed source, and is not 
harvested from the wild, then 
it should not be regulated as a 
wild and endangered species.  

Tom Johnson, a member of 
the Roots of Appalachia Grow-
ers Association, believes that 
the end of regulation could be 
the beginning of legitimacy for 



Rural Action
Wish List

∙  New Computers
∙  An SD memory card from SanDisk, Toshiba 
 or Panasonic
∙  Memory Data Storage Devices, a.k.a. “jump   
  drives”or “fl ash drives”
∙  Blank CD-Rs
∙  Canning jars for the Youth Organic Gardeners
∙  Small lawn mower
∙  Plain white t-shirts in various sizes for 
 Watershed Day Camp
∙  Storm drain decals or markers
∙  Solar Panels
∙  Offi ce Plants, big and small

To make a donation, please contact Jordan Vincent 
740-767-4938  or jordan@ruralaction.org.
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growers.  “For too long we gin-
seng growers have had to hide 
the fact that we are, in truth, 
just farmers who are trying 
to raise a crop that is in high 
demand, and good for all,” he 
said.

Katherine Parks, president 
of the Roots of Appalachia 
Growers Association, agreed.  
“Growers would like to see 
woods-grown and wild simu-
lated ginseng recognized as a 
viable agricultural crop,” she 
said. 

Under the current framework 
ginseng farmers would receive 
the same protection from state 
and federal agencies as corn 
and cattle farmers. This would 
include exempting growers 
from regulations that might 
limit their ability to harvest 
and sell their crops. It would 
also increase their protection 
against crop damages by ani-
mals or poachers.  As a group, 
the growers decided that form-
ing a National Ginseng Grow-
ers Association would be an 
appropriate avenue to pursue 
these issues.  

“I sense that with the devel-
opment of a national associa-
tion we can collectively gener-
ate the backing and support 
needed to make our voices 
heard,” said Parks.

Growers’ perspectives, and 
other information from the 
conference, will be compiled 
as part of a proceedings docu-
ment that will function as a 
useful educational tool for 
gathering support at the state 
and national levels.  The feed-
back that we received was 
overwhelmingly positive, and 
clearly showed that people are 
ready to band together to pro-

tect these culturally and eco-
nomically important resources.  
We look forward to continuing 
our work with NTFPs and are 
excited to see how these recent 
developments play out in the 
near future.

For additional informa-
tion or to obtain conference 
proceedings, contact Tanner, 
740-767-4938 or tanner@rura-
laction.org
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RAview

Rural Action hosted the fi rst-
ever Adventure Auction on 
April 19 at the Inn at Hocking 
College.  Thanks to the gener-
ous support of sponsors, donors, 
volunteers and more than 180 
guests, we raised over $10,000 
for programming in southeast 
Ohio. 

Monday Creek Restoration 
Project (MCRP) continues to 
make great strides in bringing 
life back into Monday Creek.  
Recent sampling indicates fi sh 
and aquatic life can survive 
along the entire length of the 
main stem of the creek from 
Shawnee to Buchtel.  The most 
exciting news has been the 
passage of the Water Resourc-
es Development Act of 2007 
authorizing ecological resto-
ration projects in the Monday 
Creek Watershed totaling over 
$20 million during the next 
ten years. The Preconstruc-
tion, Engineering and Design 

(PED) phase of the project is 
currently underway with help 
from MCRP staff.

Sunday Creek Watershed 
Group (SCWG) (SCWG) is 
working with community mem-

bers and Trimble High School 
students and teachers to cre-
ate hands-on learning experi-
ences through a land lab at the 
Trimble Township Community 
Forest, a 1,200-acre hardwood 
forest located in northern Ath-

News updates on Rural Action
 people and projects

2008 Summer VISTAs



Make sure to visit www.ruralaction.org in the 
coming weeks.  The revamped site will include: ∙   
 ∙  sharp new graphics
 ∙  easier navigation
 ∙  interactive features
 ∙  regularly updated information about 
  Rural Action programs. 
 

It’s sure to be snazzy, so don’t miss it!
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ens County. In March, SCWG 
worked with volunteers to 
plant 8,000 trees to create a 
new stream channel at Rogers 
Hollow, a reclamation site in 
southern Perry County. This 
summer, SCWG is looking for-
ward to the 6th Annual Sum-
mer Day Camp to be held July 
14-18. Campers will spend the 
week learning about the habi-
tat and water quality of the 
Sunday Creek Watershed as 
well as general environmental 
principles.

AmeriCorps*VISTA (Vol-
unteer in Service to America) 
currently has 15 members 
serving with Rural Action 
programs and partner organi-
zations. In March, members 
from Rural Action and other 
southeast Ohio VISTA proj-
ects met for a VISTA Gather-
ing to learn about the culture 
and history of the Appalachian 
region and develop collabora-
tive projects. In the past six 
months, these essential volun-
teers have raised over $39,000 
and worked with 280 commu-
nity volunteers to benefi t revi-
talization work in our region. 
Their important contributions 
were recognized in May during 
the second annual AmeriCorps 
Week. This summer we are 
hosting an eight-week summer 
VISTA program with eight 
members, and will welcome 
four new full-time members in 
July.  Rural Action received an 
AmeriCorps Planning Grant to 
fund the development of a Wa-
tershed AmeriCorps Program. 
It will provide all four Rural 

Action watershed groups with 
volunteers who will spend a 
year doing direct, hands-on 
service.
 
Sustainable Agriculture 
continues building a local food 
economy.  This summer, VIS-
TA Bob Fedyski will promote 
the Chesterhill Produce Auc-
tion and build relationships 
with new buyers. The team is 
collecting information about 
local growers, seasonal pro-
duce, prices, and businesses 
that incorporate local goods for 
a new website, www.ohiofood-
shed.org.  Working with the 
Appalachian Nutrition Net-
work, Sustainable Agriculture 
will pilot providing local food 
for a Nelsonville food site, pro-
viding 90 meals a day for fi ve 
weeks to children living below 
the poverty level.  The pro-
gram will also make available 
technical support for youth cu-
linary training with the Paper 
Circle.

Federal Valley Watershed 
Group began holding monthly 
community meetings in Ames-
ville in February.  A core group 
of residents have discussed 
community outreach, revisited 
the Watershed Action Plan, 
and researched economic op-
portunities within the wa-
tershed. VISTA Christopher 
Zdinak teamed up with the 
Sustainable Forestry program 
to implement an Ohio Envi-
ronmental Education Fund 
Grant, which provides private 
landowners with information 
and assessments on the best 
practices for land use.  They 
are also promoting the use of 
forestry stewardship plans to 
gain access to property tax re-
duction programs in the Fed-
eral Valley Watershed region.

(Continued on the next page)

A Brand New Rural Action Website 
Will Launch This Summer!
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Huff Run Watershed Res-
toration Partnership 
(HRWRP) was recognized by 
Crossroads Resource, Con-
servation and Development 
Council as their Project of the 
Year. HRWRP was given this 
award by the Ohio Associa-
tion of Resource Conservation 
and Development Councils in 
February.  HRWRP also held 
the Annual Awareness Days 
program, giving 500 students 
hands-on experience with the 
ecology of Huff Run watershed.  
Three acid mine drainage res-
toration projects will be under 
construction this summer and 
fall.  The 5K and Party in the 
Park fest will be held in August 
in conjunction with HRWRP’s 
annual Photo Contest.

Youth Act VISTA Christine 
Far has been working with 
students in Trimble, Stewart, 
and Glouster focusing on com-
munity organizing and leader-
ship.  This summer, Christine 
is organizing the Youth Organ-
ic Gardeners.  Nine middle and 
high school age girls are rais-
ing vegetables and herbs on a 
¼ acre plot on the Far Valley 
Farm in Amesville. The teen 
gardeners will have complete 
ownership of the produce, as 
they learn not only the pro-
cess of growing but also can-

ning, drying and food prepara-
tion. All of the produce will be 
shared with their families and 
donated to local food banks 
through Rural Action partner 
Community Food Initiatives.  
In Glouster, youth aged 8-18 
are beautifying empty Main 
Street storefronts with their 
own artwork.  The Amesville 
Superheroes are organizing a 
Community Yard Sale to raise 
funds to purchase equipment 
for their community park.

Sustainable Forestry is re-
energizing their partnis re-en-
ergizing their partnership with 
the Ohio Premium Pine Coop-
erative (OPPC).  In July 2008 
a full time AmeriCorps*VISTA 

will begin working with the 
OPPC. This partnership is a 
great opportunity to promote 
small scale timber harvesting 
and its associated benefi ts to 
local and regional landowners.  
The Sustainable Forestry Pro-
gram will also begin exploring 
the potential for creating a car-
bon sequestration program in 
Southeast Ohio in partnership 
with the Mountain Association 
for Community and Economic 
Development (MACED).   This 
summer, Forestry staff and 
VISTAs are researching car-
bon sequestration and carbon 
trading to assess the potential 
for development of these pro-
grams in Ohio.  

RAview continued
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Link your concerns to action!  Become a Rural Action Member
Name 
Address
City/State/Zip
Organization
Phone
Email

Payment Type: Check       Credit Card
MC/VISA # 
Exp. Date
Signature

     Please make my contribution anonymous
     I am interested in volunteer opportunities
   Mail to: Membership Department • Rural Action • P.O. Box 157 • Trimble, Ohio 45782

    Renewing      New Member
Membership Levels:
    $20 Grassroots     $100 Supporter
    $40 Indivdual     $250 Renewer
    $60 Household     $500 Sustainer
Organizational Memberships:
    $60 Non-Profi t     $100 Business

Additional Donation
Gift Total

     Contact me, I have thoughts to share
     Use my contribution where most needed
     Apply my donation to the                                   program

New and Renewing Members and Donors
Dave & Nancy Aiken • Madeleine Bassil,• Jerri Lynn & Sandy Baxstrom • Kelli Bell Linda Benedict 
• Ethan Bingaman • Kathleen &Troy Bonte • Gayle Bowling • Ann Brown & Kenneth Holroyd • Cor-
rine Brown • Geoff &Alex Buckley •  Helaine Burstein William Butt • Shana Byrd & Michael Lewis • 
Revs. Bill & Tracey Carroll • Chris Castle • Francoise Cauchie & Bruce Carlton •Nicole Cavender & 
Gary Moneysmith • Chris Chmiel & Michelle Gorman • Ronda Clark •  Jim Coady  • Caleb Congrove • 
Amy & Gary Coombs Cheryl Coon  • Sarah & Jim Cox • Cindy Crabb  • Caty Crabb • Michelle Decker 
& Zach Holl • Joe and Linda DeLuca • Colin Donohue • Gifford Doxsee • Ken and Debbie Edwards • 
Daniel Eikenberry  •  Donna Farley •  Mitch & Sue Farley • David Ferringer • Jeffrey & Leslie Fincun  
• Mary Finney • Christy Finsel • S. Louise Fish • Mary Anne and Don Flournoy •Ted and Sue Foster 
• Ann Fugate & Richard Tomsu • Darla & Mark Gaiser • Ginger Gehret • Alan and Sandra Geiger • 
Jim and Sara Gilfert • Hon. L. Alan & Stephanie Goldsberry • Lynn Graham-Mowery  • Donna Sue 
Groves • Lyda Gunter • Aileen Hall • Luther & Jeanne Haseley • Warren Haydon • Dan Heiss • Rich-
ard Henry • June Holley • Jay Holwick • Loren & Evelyn Howdyshell • Ward and Stephanie Howe • 
Craig and Aimee Howley • Ralph and Janet Izard •James &Terry Jeffers • Paul and Charlotte John-
son • Tom & Patty Johnson • Steven & Nina Keller, Ted & Cynthia King • Rob and Sandra Kinney •  
Hal & Lauretta Klock • Rhonda Koch  • Jean & Marvin Konkle • Alice Kozma • Carol & Bruce Kuhre 
• James Likovic •  Linda Lilienfi eld • Thomas and Lynn Lovdal • Marshall and Betty Lowe • Jim 
Martin • Gailen Maxwell • Loraine McCosker • Margaret McDargh • Jim & Marilyn Meek • Claude 
and Judy Mercer • Scott Miller  & Becky Bushey-Miller • Sarah Milliron • Joseph & Patricia Myers • 
Alan & Ruth Palo • Keith & Ellen Peterson •Nancy Poches •  Randi and Joel Pokladnik • Ron Polsky 
• Cindy Poole • Terry Priest • Drs. Thomas and Susan Quinn • Glenn Rawlins • Alan Rees & J.K. Jar-
dine • Susan Roth & Nicole Wadsworth • Carl Savage •  David Schatz • Debbie & John Schmieding • 
Robert & Arlene Sheak • Charles & Christine Sheets • Phil Short • Jennifer & David Simon • David 
Simpson • Wave Snyder • Gene Stack • Lisa Steinberg • Mike & Mary Steinmaus • Robin Stewart • 
Natsu Ota  Taylor • Sheila Theiss • Doug & Linda Thornton • Russell Tippett • Kay Tousley • Jeff & 
Judy Vincent • Melissa Wales & Greg Kessler • William Walker • Bob and Christine Walter • Donna 
Wamsley • Dan & Jacqie Weber • Arvin & Jeanne Wells • Allan & Candi Withem •Diagnostic Hybrids 
• Porter Financial Services • White Oak Farms, LLC
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Inside This Issue
Foodsheds. See a new Rural Action website 
that will connect you with local foods, page 4

Energy. Learn how Rural Action is examining 
energy issues, page 8

Ginseng. Read about an event that brought 
together researchers and growers, page 10

Join. Sign up to become a Rural Action Member, 
page 15

Rural Action Annual Meet-
ing 7 pm, Athens Community 
Center. See page 9.

Rural Action Watershed 
Day Camp See page 7.

Huff Run Watershed Res-
toration Partnership Envi-
ronmental Explorers Club 
12-3pm, Mineral City Park. 
Call Amber, 330-859-1050, for 
more info.

Army Corps of Engineers 
Presentation New Boston 
Community Center, New 
Boston, Ohio. 4 pm meet and 
greet, 6:30 presentation. Con-
tact: 740-767-4938 

Army Corps of Engineers 
Presentation Lawrence 
County Public Library in 
Ironton. 4 pm meet and greet, 
6:30 presentation. Contact: 
740-767-4938

Huff Run Watershed Res-
toration Partnership 5K 
Walk/Run and Mineral City 
Party in the Park. Contact 
330-859-1050, to register or for 
more info.

Huff Run Watershed Res-
toration Partnership 
Citizens’ Meeting. 5:30 
at HRWRP offi ce. Contact 
330-859-1050, for more info.

Sunday Creek Monthly 
Meeting. Potluck at 6:30 at 
the SCWG Offi ce in Glouster. 
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